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NATIVE FORESTS 

Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [6.22 pm]: I would like to say a few words about Barrabup forest. For anybody 
who has not been to Barrabup forest, it is just north of Nannup, which is about half an hour east of Margaret River. 
Next week, a member of this chamber will receive a petition asking us to leave the trees in the Barrabup standing, 
providing habitat, carbon storage, climate moderation and other services to our community. The Shire of Nannup’s 
2015 “Socio-Economic Review”, which is detailed on its website, emphasises the existing value and strong growth 
potential of the tourism and services industries, including aged care in the Shire of Nannup. I quote from page 1 of 
the review, which states — 

The local tourism market has consistent visitation and very low seasonality fluctuation relative to the rest 
of the South West. Visitation is dominated by holiday/leisure tourists, particularly outdoor pursuits such 
as sightseeing/looking around, bushwalking, visiting national parks/state parks and fishing. Nannup also 
has many tourist attractions and events, including Nannup Music Festival, the Flower and Garden 
Festival, the Quit Forest Car Rally, Power Dinghy Racing, the Arts Festival, the Blackwood Classic, the 
Blackwood River, the Ballingup–Nannup scenic drive, various river and forest walks, and wildflowers. 
The world class Bibbulmun Track and Munda Biddi Trail also pass through the Shire of Nannup and 
present opportunities attracting greater regional visitation through partnerships and event promotion. 

This clearly demonstrates that the shire sees its future in tourism and service provision. The forest in question 
is part of that tourist drawcard. It is unfortunate that community support to hold onto a valuable community 
asset coincides with the announcement of the partial closure of Nannup Timber Processing Mill. I feel quite 
strongly for the people who will lose their jobs with this closure. I hope they will be able to quickly find 
alternative work in Nannup. We heard a number of times in this house that this amounts to 20 per cent of the 
workforce. That is incorrect; we are talking about 30 people. There are 600 employees in the Nannup shire. To 
me, that works out to about five per cent. I feel for them, but this is not the end for Nannup. There are so many 
other opportunities. We cannot ignore that changes continue to happen in the native timber industry. The 
Nannup timber mill also announced its partial closure in 2013, and required considerable assistance from the 
government in the years 2000 to 2004 when it was first being established. It is not the only mill struggling to 
turn a profit from native timber. As we have noted previously, the government’s own Forest Products 
Commission has failed to make a profit in the past three years. In the past year, the timber mills in Pemberton 
and Manjimup have also closed. 

We heard during question time that the government made an offer to support the Nannup mill with an interest-free 
loan, but the offer was not taken up. Our forests are under stress, and under stress at a time when we need them 
more than ever. Healthy native forests are diminishing rapidly due to human encroachment, fire, dieback, and 
clearing for mining, development and agriculture. In addition to this, they are being logged purely for financial 
returns that do not provide positive financial returns. Our forests are worth more standing. One day this will be 
recognised in this house. The value to the Nannup community, to our biodiversity and to the people of WA in 
general is immeasurable. We can assign a value to it, but this is purely based on our economic constructs of the 
time. How can we value the loss of a species that we have yet to discover? 

Last evening I had the pleasure and the opportunity to listen to our Chief Scientist, Peter Klinken, speak at an 
Australian Society for Medical Research event. Peter took this opportunity to impress on his listeners the potential 
for medical research to uncover medicines and cures from the vast range of Western Australian flora and fauna. 
We cannot afford to destroy our remaining native forests purely to keep jobs available when there are so many 
other opportunities for employment with standing forests. These include, but are not limited to, tourism, forest 
management, research, beekeeping, seed harvest and propagation and many other things. 

The community members who will rally outside Parliament next Wednesday morning are interested in 
protecting this natural resource that is of such great value as it stands. It is valuable to the biodiversity of the 
south west, it is valuable to the community and it is valuable to all of Western Australia. I ask members to 
please listen to their concerns. Please look to the future for those who come after us. We will not be the last 
humans to live on the planet. 
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